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(i) Tanks not protected against fire 
exposure as described in this paragraph 
shall not be permitted a reduction in 
size of relief valves. 

[CFGR 70–10, 35 FR 3714, Feb. 25, 1970, as 
amended by CGD 88–100, 54 FR 40040, Sept. 29, 
1989; USCG–1999–5151, 64 FR 67183, Dec. 1, 1999; 
USCG–2000–7790, 65 FR 58463, Sept. 29, 2000] 

§ 151.15–5 Venting. 
This section contains definitions and 

requirements for the various methods 
of venting specified in Table 151.05. In 
addition to the requirement that all 
vents must penetrate into tanks at the 
top of the vapor space, the following 
methods of venting and the applicable 
restrictions are listed: 

(a) Open venting. A venting system 
which offers no restriction (except pipe 
losses and flame screen, where used) to 
the movement of liquid or vapor to or 
from the cargo tank (via the vent) 
under normal operating conditions. 
The total cross-sectional area of the 
vents shall not be less than the total 
cross-sectional area of the filling pipe 
or pipes. Ullage openings may be 
counted as part of the required cross- 
sectional area: Provided, That each 
cargo tank has at least one permanent 
vent. The minimum size of a cargo 
tank vent shall be not less than 21⁄2 
inches. The outlet end of the vent shall 
terminate in a gooseneck bend and 
shall be located at a reasonable height 
above the weather deck, clear of all ob-
structions. No shut-off valve or fran-
gible disk shall be fitted in the vent 
lines except that a float check valve 
may be installed so as to exclude the 
entry of water into the tank (i.e., to 
prevent downflooding). An open vent-
ing system may be fitted with a flame 
screen. 

(b) Pressure-vacuum venting. A nor-
mally closed venting system fitted 
with a device to automatically limit 
the pressure or vacuum in the tank to 
design limits. Pressure-vacuum relief 
valves shall comply with the require-
ments of subpart 162.017 of this chapter. 
The required capacity of the venting 
system shall be in accordance with 
part 54 of this chapter. 

(c) Safety relief venting. A closed vent-
ing system fitted with a device to auto-
matically limit the pressure in the 
tank to below its maximum allowable 

working pressure. The maximum safety 
relief valve setting shall not exceed the 
maximum allowable working pressure 
of the tank. For cargoes carried at am-
bient temperatures, the minimum safe-
ty relief valve setting shall correspond 
to the saturated vapor pressure of the 
cargo at 105 °F if carried in an insu-
lated tank, or 115 °F if carried in an 
uninsulated tank. For cargoes carried 
below ambient temperature, the safety 
relief valve setting shall be selected to 
provide a suitable margin between nor-
mal operating pressure of the tank and 
the opening pressure of the valve but in 
no case shall it exceed the maximum 
allowable working pressure of the 
tank. The safety relief valves shall be 
of a type approved under subparts 
162.001 or 162.018 of subchapter Q of this 
chapter. The required capacity of the 
safety relief valves shall be in accord-
ance with the requirements of part 54 
of this chapter. 

(d) Rupture disks. (1) When required 
by the nature of the cargo, rupture 
disks may be installed in lieu of or in 
addition to other pressure limiting de-
vices in accordance with the require-
ments of § 54.15–13 of this chapter. 

(2) When a pressure-vacuum relief 
valve or safety relief valve normally 
protected by a rupture disk or breaking 
pin device is exposed to the cargo due 
to breakage of the disk, the valve shall 
be reinspected before being returned to 
service. 

§ 151.15–6 Venting piping. 
(a) The back pressure in the relief 

valve discharge lines shall be taken 
into account when determining the 
flow capacity of the relief valve to be 
used. The back pressure in the dis-
charge line shall be limited to 10 per-
cent of the valve operating pressure or 
a compensating-type valve shall be 
used. Suitable provision shall be made 
for draining condensate which may ac-
cumulate in the vent piping. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 151.15–10 Cargo gauging devices. 
This section contains definitions and 

requirements for types of gauging de-
vices specified in Table 151.05. 

(a) Open gauging. A gauging method 
which uses an opening in the cargo 
tank and which may expose the gauge 
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